Introducing grassland restoration to southern Brazil
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South America contains large areas with highly diverse primary grasslands?. Conservation of these ecosystems was
prioritized by an IUCN-resolution in 20082).
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In Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, ca. 50% of the original grassland area has been converted®, while knowledge on
biodiversity and function of these ecosystems is still fragmentary. Inadequate pasture management promotes exotic
species invasions, while legal protection (~2% grasslands®) favors establishment of woody species.

Combate ao capim-annonni

Ecological restoration of degraded or transformed grasslands®) is a new field of research in Brazil.
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Collaboration aims:
To provide practitioners of restoration with sets of reference states and of techniques suitable for restoration, monitoring
and subsequent management of southern Brazilian grasslands in a hybrid or novel state.

Project approach:

1) Combine Brazilian expertise on grassland diversity and dynamics with European grassland restoration expertise

2) Identify hybrid and novel grasslands in southern Brazil by literature reviews and field work
Assess and compare the legal and administrative framework for grassland restoration and conservation
Establish a network of scientists, planners and practitioners involved in grassland restoration and conservation
Review and modify European grassland restoration concepts and techniques to suit Brazilian needs

3) Experimentally test novel grassland restoration concepts and techniques in southern Brazil
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