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Project RISPOSta (RESPONSE) aims to respond to
degradation of high altitude grasslands using hayseed
collected from high biodiversity vegetation in protected
areas.

— In the Orobie Bergamasche park, in the southern Alps, several ski pistes have recently
Hayseed (derived from dried hay or collected using a brush-harvester from donor  peen constructed, some illegally, in areas of great scientific and conservation interest.
grasslands) has previously been employed for environmental engineering and A specific aim of the project is to compensate for these disturbances by re-vegetating
recovery in Switzerland, Austria and the United Kingdom. in a way that maintains the original biodiversity of the affected areas.

PHASE 2: hayseed characterization

For hayseed collected in 2009 the following measurements were taken (Urania, 2010):
- number of seeds per unit weight;

- purity (proportion of hayseed existing as seeds or as waste material);

- germination rate (tests in growth chambers, in the greenhouse and in the field).

1 AN Thanks to a photographic archive made during the project the seeds present in the
Samples contained @ Mean pm— hayseed samples were identified to the level of family, genus and (where possible)
of 580 seeds per gram IS : : species, from which it was possible to determine which species were present.

35% of the hayseed
mixture consisted of seeds |
and 65% hay.

Counting the seedlings that emerged after germination (mean = ~350 seedlings/g)
allowed the calculation of the optimum sowing density (~30 g/m?) to guarantee the
presence of 10,000 seedlings per m2 in the vegetation created (Florineth, 2007).
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