- The biodiversity of the Austrian cultural landscape mostly depends

u S rl a n a rm e rs on farming. Only by further agricultural use, the biological diversity
— especially that of meadows - is obtained. The educational project

LAustrian farmers observe plants and animals* has the objective to
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B I o d Ive rs Ity M o n Ito rl n g support the conservation of meadows through awareness raising.

Since 2007 more than 600 farmers from all over Austria are
observing rare animal and plant species on their grasslands.
With specific observations of plants and animals, correlations
between farming and biodiversity can be well recognized and
the diversity of animal and plant life will be promoted and
conservation will be encouraged on the pastures.

Robert Sparr

.| have decided to take part in
the project to see how grazing
sheep influences rare plant spe-
cies. In my opinion observing
plants is interesting for every
farmer because correlations
between farming and biodiversity
can be well recognized.”
ol Johann Danninger, farmer
Siegfried Schreiber
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Intermediate results: Participation in the Monitoring The location of monitoring-

+ Countrywide monitoring network with 600 farmers who are trai- ( diagram'gf':l‘l:g':s;’y june 2010
ned to monitor certain plant and animal species on their mea-
dows

+ Participation of 11 agricultural schools, where lessons on biodi-
versity and agricultural land use are held

+ Education of participants in identifying indicator species in mea-
dows and their relation to management T wetmntang etz

number of participants

The educational project is implemented by Environmental Consulting Klagenfurt, Austrian council for agricultural enginee-
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